Permanent presence of managed care and outcome of critically ill infants.
In the era of managed care, the potential for high-risk patients of all ages to receive less than optimal care exists because the mechanism for reimbursement is designed to promote savings. The specific ways managed care payment mechanisms actually differ from indemnity insurance or fee-for-service are conceptually quite simple. This article reviews mechanisms such as utilization review, setting length-of-stay bench marks, preapproval for referrals to specialists, specific treatments, procedures, and hospital days.